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Proceedings of the American Society. 


Ix was announced in the sheet for September, that the Board 
of Directors of the A. S. M. C. J. had under consideration the 
subject of an agency to Europe. At the meeting in November, 
to which the subject had been postponed, its consideration was 
resumed ; when it was resolved that it is expedient to commis- 
sion an agent to Europe without delay ; and the Rev. Dr. Philip 
Milledoler of this city was appointed to that office.. It is not 
yet known whether he will accept the commission. “The du- 
ties of the agent are stated in our number for September, and in 
our next we may give a more full detail of the minutes of the 
Board on this important subject. 


From the Boston Recorder of November 20, 1824. 


“It ts not quite certain that Moses Ruden is an impostor yet.” 


A correspondent who patronized Moses, and who frequently con- 
versed with him while he was in Massachusetts, informs us that so much 
of the account of him (which we copied from the Advocate) as relates 
to his stories while in this part of the country, is altogether incorrect. 


REMARKS. 


The account from the Advocate for October, which the above 
paragraph pronounces “ altogether incorrect,” was as follows : 


Some time ago the agent of the American Society received a letter 
from a gentleman in Massachusetts, informing him that a person calling 
himself Moses Ruden, and professing to be a descendant of Abraham, 
was in that part of our country. The account he there gave of him- 
self, as received from our correspondent, was, “ that he came from Lu- 
bec, Maine, where his parents lived, and where was a Synagogue of 
60 Jews; that on receiving Christ, he was obliged to leave them and 
seek his bread elsewhere.” Our correspondent also informed us that, 
on inquiry, he had ascertained there are no Jews in Lubec. 
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Our account of Moses Ruden, which is thus unceremoniously 
contradicted, it will be seen is marked as a quotation. from a 
letter of our correspondent. That correspondent is one of the 
most respectable ministers of the gospel in the state of Massa- 
chusetts; and he in his letter to us professes to quote from a 
letter addressed to the Rev. Mr. Frey, by the clergyman to 
whom the said Moses made this representation. ‘The correspond- 
ents of the Boston Recorder and of Israel’s Advocate are at 
issue. But it appears to us that the statements of both may be 
reconciled without redeeming the credit of Moses Ruden. If 
the correspondent of the Boston Recorder means to say no 
more than that Moses, in his conversation with him, never said 
he was born in Lubec, Maine, &c. it is well; we do not, so far, 
question his veracity. But it does not therefore follow that 
Moses did not make such a statement to others; and it would 
be well for correspondents and editors to beware how they allow 
themselves to contradict statements which, as in this case, are 
susceptible of proof. In proof of our account, we have already 
given the authority of a Rev. clergyman of Massachusetts, to 
whom Moses did make it ; and we now confirm it by the confes- 
sion of the said Moses himself. A respectable clergyman, of the 
methodist denomination, in this city, having asked Moses whe- 
ther hé did make the above statement in Massachusetts, confess- 
ed that he did; and when interrogated “why he had so done?” 
assigned as his reason that the clergyman who asked him about 
his origin appeared to be an officious, impudent man, and he did 
not choose to give him any satisfaction !! 

Further, the manner of Moses’ departure from our city, when 
his own contradictory accounts of himself were communicated to 
him, satisfies us that he was an impostor. We certainly could 
have no interest in proving him to be unworthy of our confi- 
dence. On the contrary, it would have been a source of joy, 


‘that one more of the wandering sheep of the house of Israel was 


returning to the fold of the Great Shepherd; and as such we 
would have received and cherished Moses as a brother. And 
why did he not give us the satisfaction of knowing that he was 
one who had a claim upon us as almoners of the public charities, 
so munificently bestowed for the descendants of Abraham? Why 
not prove to us that he had never told different stories relative to 
his origin? The fact of his shrinking from investigation, where 
proof in his favour (if any existed) was accessible, is to us proof 
that he is an impostor. If any proof exists that he is not, we 
shall be glad at any time to receive it, and be willing to do the 
man who calls himself Moses Ruden (which, by the way, we are 
satisfied from the statement of a Jew of that name, in this city, is 
an assumed name) ample justice; for we take no pleasure in 
the detection or proclamation of human guilt. Till then we beg 
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the correspondent of the Boston Recorder to borrow a little of 
that modesty and decorum which will lead him to beware how he 
contradicts statements which are supported by incontrovertible 


evidence. 


In the Jewish Expositor for September last, is an abstract of 
the Second Annual Report of the American Society for melio- 
rating the condition of the Jews; and an extract from the Speech 
of the Rev. Dr. Griffin delivered at our anniversary. This, we 
believe, is the first time the London Society for Evangelizing the 
Jews has taken notjce of usin their monthly publication. They 
begin to think our society an auxiliary in the great cause of con- 
ferring spiritual blessings on the descendants of Abraham, 
though our plan is essentially different from theirs. ‘This is as it 
should be ;—and we with pleasure and approbation insert the 
concluding remarks in the article referred to, respecting our con- 
templated settlement. They are as follows, viz :-— 


“ Doubtless the projected establishment should be regulated with ex- 
treme caution, and watched over with unceasing vigilance. It is not, 
as its enemies would represent, to pamper indolence and hypocrisy. 
Tt ought soon to be made to support itself, except so far as respects the 
education of Missionaries, and perhaps, while the colony is small, the 
maintenance of a minister. The expense of the passage from Europe 
should be provided for there. The establishment will not long be want- 
ed for the Jews; but while it is, it will probably do good enough to 
outstrip, a million times, the value of the property, and afterwards it 


may be sold to transport the colonists to Palestine.” 


ee 


The following Sermon before the Newport (R. I.) Auxiliary Society 
Sor Meliorating the Condition of the Jews, was politely furnished us, 
an manuscript, by the author, the Rev. Wiliam Patten, D. D. 


For if the casting away of them be the reconciling of the world, what shall the 
receiving of them be, but life from the dead. Romans, xi. 16. 

The Jews are the most peculiar, and in some respects, the most im- 
portant people, that ever lived upon the face of the earth. Their an- 
cestor, Abraham, when the world was overspread with moral darkness, 
was selected by the Lord as an example of faith and obedience: and 
in him was established that church, which was to. continue, and in- 
crease, and flourish to the end of time. It was the root of that olive- 
tree, whose branches were to consist of the saints of all ages, and 
~ whose fruit was to comprise all that is pious and virtuous, and whose 
leaf was never to fade. “ For the promise, that he should be the heir of 
the world, was not to Abraham, or to his seed, through the law ; 
but through the righteousness of faith—to the end the promise might 
be sure to all the seed; not to that only which is of the law, but 
to that, also, which is of the faith of Abraham ; who is the father of us 


all.” Rom. iv. 13—16. &c. 








os “ 





139 ISRAEL’S ABYOCATE. 


The covenant made with Abraham included the promise of the Mes- 
siah; and the Church, in being founded in his faith, is founded on Je- 
sus Christ, in correspondence to the declaration of Christ to Peter, af- 
ter he had confessed, “ Thou art Christ, the son of the living God,” 
“ On this rock will I build my church, and the gates of hell shall not 
prevail against it.” 

To the posterity of Abraham was delivered that law, which com- 
prehends all the moral duties of mankind, whether in relation to God, 
or to one another: and which can never, as a rule of conduct, be abro- 
gated. To them were appointed those rites which were expressive oi 
the character and atonement of Christ, and of the privilege, and bless- 
ing, in general, of the gospel. By the people of Israel, in their bon- 
dage in Egypt, in their journey through the wilderness, and entrance 
into the land of Canaan, an example was furnished in emblem, of the 
progress and triumph of the church through the whole course of time : 
of her overcoming every obstacle, of her triumphing over every enemy, 
and of her final introduction into a state of complete rest and blessed- 
ness. In their experience, a proof is furnished of the care and faithful- 
ness of God, as an encouragement to every saint, and to the church in 
every age. 

For more than fifteen hundred years the church of Israel was the 
light of the world; the seat of the visible presence of the Lord; 
and of his worship and ordinances; and it involved the future instruc- 
tions, and hopes, and blessings of mankind. Yet,since the coming of 
Christ, the Jews have been more distinguished than any other people 
ever were, or shall be, in their sufferings. 

In consequence of rejecting the Messiah, they were rejected by the 
Lord, and became subjects of unparalleled calamities. Their temple 
and cities were destroyed, and their country made desolate. Many, 
very many, were slain, in circumstances of aggravated suffering; and 
the residue were carried into captivity and dispersed among the na- 
tions; in all of which they were despised and detested. 

In no country, excepting recently in our own, have they been admitted 
to the rights of citizens, or allowed to hold any real estate. On ac- 
quiring money they have experienced the most arbitrary and ru- 
inous exactions !—prospering in one country, they have been banish- 
ed toanother. Charged with disturbances in kingdoms to which they 
have not been accessary, they have suffered extensive massacres. They 
have been treated like the most ferocious animals, when, like the fee- 
blest, they have not had the power of escape, nor of self-defence. 

Their distress has been aggravated by their national feelings, and 
sympathy with each other in their general sufferings: by a recollec- 
tion of their former dignity, and power, and happiness; of the fertile 
Iand from which they are cast out; the civil and religious privileges 
which they no longer enjoy. It has been aggravated by the hope of a 
Messiah to come. Of this hope have they been tenacious; and in re- 
peated instances have fixed the time of his appearance. How sick and 
faint must they often have been at his supposed delay! How often, on 
the borders of ruin, must they have adopted the disconsolate language 
of Job, “Thou shalt seek me in the morning, but I shall not be !” 

Their sufferings are a corfsequence of their guilt. ‘Though mankind 
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are not justifiable in their treatment of them, (for wer Yo justify 
injustice, and cruelty, and robbery, and murder, ) yet the Lord is just 
in all their sufferings; for as they rejected the only Saviour, they have 
been left to experience, in some measure, what it is to be without salva- 
tion. As they denied Jesus Christ, the prophecies of whose character 
they professed to believe, and who exhibited before them the fullest 
proof that he was the true Messiah, it was just that God should visit 
such enhanced guilt with peculiar tokens of his displeasure. 

It is truly surprising that they should deny and reject him, when 
they acknowledged the scriptures, in which his character, and the time 
of his appearance, were plainly represented ; and when they conscien- 
tiously observed those institutions in which he was typically exhibit- 
ed; that they should deny Him, who was the subject of all the prophe- 
cies, the substance of all the types, against the plainest demonstrations 
of the truth of his character, and the most solemn warnings and threat- 
ening if they should not believe in him, that they should forfeit all their 
privileges by refusing those to which they referred, and which were of 
a far superior and more glorious nature. 

An explanation of this mystery is given in the Scriptures. They 
were permitted to deny and reject the gospel, that it might appear, that, 
of themselves, they were not better than others; that they were select- 
ed and prepared, not on account of their own righteousness, but as an 
example of the goodness and grace of God. Thus, it’is said, “ They 
were broken off, and the Gentiles grafted in, that the Lord might con- 
clude all under sin, and that he might have mercy upon all ;” or that it 
might appear, that all men are, naturally, alike depraved, and that sal- 
vation is wholly of grace. A conviction of these truths is of the high- 
est importance, not only to the glory of God, but even to the experi- 
ence of salvation: for unless men are convinced of their depravity 
they cannot repent, nor realize their dependence on divine grace, and 
therefore, cannot be saved. 

From that pride which is natural to those in a state of sin, who sup- 
ply the want of real excellence by that which is pretension, mer are dis- 
posed to attribute to their own merit all the blessings they enjoy, even 
those which are designed to lead them to repentance and faith. Of 
this the Jews were an example, who had a high opinion of themselves, 
for their religious privileges, and looked down upon all other nations 
with contempt. 

The Lord teaches by example rather than by words, which is the 
plainer and more impressive method of instruction : and to correct the 
spirit of self-righteousness, which robs him of his glory and destroys the 
soul, and to encourage all who submit to him and hope for salvation 
from grace, he first selected the Israelites, to the neglect of the Gen- 
tiles, and then selected the Gentiles to the rejection of the Jews: so 
" that it now appears, that in the character of all men there is a natural 
similarity ; that all are in a state of sin, and that the glory of the whole 
work of salvation is to be ascribed to God. 

The Jews are still further to be distinguished: they are to be rester- 
ed, and rendered eminent in faith, in obedience, and in prosperity. 

Of this there are many predictions and promises. The Apostle Paul 
says, “T would not, brethren, that ye should be ignorant of this myste- 
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ry, lest ye should be wise in your own conceits,” or indulge spiritual 
pride, and thus be liable to be cut off, “ that blindness in part has hap- 
pened to Israel until the fulness of the Gentiles be come in. For as ye, 
in times past, have not believed God, yet have now obtained mercy 
through their unbelief, even so have these, also, now not believed, 
that through your mercy they also may obtain mercy.—Have they 
stumbled that they should fall? God forbid: but rather, through their 
fall, is salvation come to the Gentiles.—Now if the fall of them be the 
riches of the world, and the diminishing of them, the riches of the Gen- 
tiles, how much more their fulness ?” and in the text, “For if the 
casting away of them be the reconciling of the world, what shall the 
receiving of them be, but life from the dead ?” 

Here are plain and repeated declarations that the Jews, as a people, 
shall be restored: and in the opinion of some, they are to be eminent 
instruments, after their restoration, of the conversion of the residue of 
the Gentiles. It may be true that the Jews shall not be the last 
to be converted; and that in connection with their exertions, the fact 
of their conversior, and restoration, shall furnish such a visible proof 
of the truth of the gospel as shall be a means of convincing those who 
had resisted every other argument, and thus all mankind shall be brought 
to believe. 

But this opinion is not clearly supported by the passages already 
quoted, in which it appears to be the design of the Apostle to show, 
that the Jews were rejected that the Gentiles might be received; after 
which the Jews shall be restored. But if greater advantages were to 
result to the Gentiles from the restoration of the Jews, than from their 
rejection, the principle of the Apostle’s reasoning would be destroyed. 
But of this, his words do not admit of a fair construction. To confine 
the proof to our text, that the “ receiving of the Jews shall be life from 
the dead,” refers to the Jews themselves, aud denotes that when they 
shall be restored, they, who were in a sense dead, shall live. 

It is most important for us to know, and sufficient for us to know 
with certainty, that the Jews shall finally be restored. Of this there is 
the fullest testimony in scripture, and there is an accordance to it in 
Divine Providence ; for they were never wholly rejected. A remnant, 
in every age, have believed ; and they have been kept a distinct peo- 
ple, not only that the judgments threatened might be inflicted, but that 
the accomplishment of the divine promises, on their behalf, might be 
rendered the more conspicuous, and fill the world with admiration and 
praise. 

If it should be a long time before the Jews, as a nation, are brought 
to believe, and restored to the land of Canaan, (and “he that believeth 
will not make haste,”) yet in proportion to the evidence of the univer- 
sal extension of the gospel among the Gentiles, many, very many of 
the Jews may be enlightened and sanctified. This season has now ar- 
rived. There never before was a time im which there were such indications 
of the universal influence of the gospel among the Gentiles, in the transla- 
tions and distribution of the Scriptures, and in the number of missionaries 
and extent of their labours, and in the conversion of every description 
of Gentiles. And there never was a time, since their rejection, in which 
there were sach indications of favour towards theJews. This appears in 
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the exertion of Christians to communicate to them Christian instruction, 
and to encourage and protect them in the Christian profession; and in 
the disposition of many of the Jews to attend to instruction, and in the 
evident conversion of a number to Christianity. 

In preceding ages, the Jews have resisted almost every attempt to 
bring them to the knowledge of the truth. From the nature of their 
case, their prejudices against the gospel are stronger than those of any 
denomination of Gentiles, even the grossest idolaters; and there is less 
ground to hope for their salvation. 

The Old Testament, from which many of the arguments for their 
conviction must be drawn, they profess to believe, but pervert its pro- 
phecies, and the whole of its testimonies, in favour of some other Mes- 
siah than Jesus of Nazareth; the acknowledgment of whom they con- 
sider a denial of Moses, a denial of the true Messiah, and destructive of 
all their hopes in the promises. They are, therefore, an example of 
what Christ said, “ Ifthe light that is in you be darkness, how great is 
that darkness !” 

From their prejudices against Jesus, it has been the first lesson taught 
their children, to execrate his name: and they have discountenanced, 
and visited with the severest penaities in their power, every one of their 
number, who has manifested a disposition even to inquire, respecting 
the truth of Christianity. | 

No people under heaven have, therefore, been so corifirmed in pre- 
judices against the gospel; so inaccessible to all the means of convic- 
tion. No people have been involved in mental darkness equally great, 
or in bands of spiritual death equally strong. ‘They have correspond- 
ed, in an eminent sense, to the representation in prophecy, of a * val- 
ley full of dry bones.” ‘They have been dead, and in a valley, but 
not buried; and there has been no prospect nor possibility of their re- 
vival, unless from that breath of the Lord, which at first formed man a 
living soul, in his own image. But there is reason to believe that this 
spirit is breathing on them, and that they shall soon live. God 
works by means. He directed his servant to prophecy on the dry 
bones : and when the means of instruction are employed and encour- 
aged, we may hope their end will be attained. ‘These means and their 
success are now considerable. 

In 1809 a Society was formed in London for promoting Christianity 
among the Jews, especially by public lectures, and the education of 
children. ‘This design was peculiarly prospered. The Society was 
more efficiently organized in 1815. <A similar society was formed in 
Edinburgh, in 1819; and soon after, an Associate Society, in Glasgow. 
By these societies agents were sent out, to inquire into the religious 
state and opinions of the Jews in Europe, and the eastern part of the 
world ; and it was found that, in many instances, there was a disposi- 
tion to attend to the gospel ; and that there was encouragement to dis- 
perse, extensively among them, the New Testament, and Christian 
tracts; and to send missionaries and teachers of schools. 

In 1816 a Society was formed in New-York, for evangelizing the 
Jews, ona plan similar to that which had been adopted, and pursued 
with so much success in London. . Some time after, a letter from a 
conyerted Jew, in Germany, led the way to operations of a more ex- 
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tended and important character: and in 1820 a society was formed by 
the style of “ The American Society for Meliorating the Condition of 
the Jews.” “It shall be the object of this Society,” says its Constitu- 
tion, “to invite, and receive, from any part of the world, such Jews as 
do already profess the Christian religion, or are desirous to receive 
Christian instruction ; to form them into a settlement, and to furnish 
them with the ordinances of the gospel, and with such employment in 
the settlement as shall be assigned to them. But no one shall be re- 
ceived unless he come well recommended for morals and industry, 
and without charge to the Society : and both his reception and continu- 
ance in the settlement shall be, at all times, at the discretion of the 
Board.” 

From the state of society among the Jews, their hostility to Chris- 
tianity, it is peculiarly important to protect and encourage converts 
and others who may be disposed to make inquiries, that “ the bruised 
reed may not be broken, nor the smoking flax quenched ; but that 
judgment may be brought forth unto victory.” 

It is still more important that they should have a settlement, and be 
formed into a church. In this way they will enjoy the greatest advan- 
tages for improvement, and the greatest blessings of society : and they 
will hold up the highest encouragement for others to join them; and 
will be an example for similar establishments, which may be multiplied 
and increased, till the whole Jewish people may become a church. 

A Jewish Christian settlement will be a new thing on the face of the 
earth; and one that is big with events most important, and extensive, 
and beneficial ! 

Though there are various Societies and Associations, in Europe and 
Asia, to furnish the Jews with Bibles, and Missionaries, and other ad- 
vantages of Christian instruction, yet but little is done to form them into 
societies for the enjoyment of Christian ordinances, and for secular em- 
ployments. A small establishment, but to the extent of his means, has, 
indeed, been made by a German nobleman : and in one or two other 
instances, similar measures have been contemplated by individuals in 
Furope ; and in time, they will, doubtless, be carried into effect. 

But at present, it is peculiarly important that provision for a settle- 
ment should be made in this country. Here, without any change of 
government, or alteration of laws, they may enjoy all the privileges of 
citizenship. flere there is no religious establishment to embarrass and 
limit them in their inquiries: but they may follow the light of their 
own understanding, and the dictates of their own consciences in the 
profession and practice of the gospel. This country, in the land to be 
occupied, in its civil and religious privileges, and in its manners and 
mixed population, is better adapted, in Many respects, to accommodate 
colonists, than any other situation on the globe. 

But on this ground it may be objected, Why should particular pro- 
vision be made for the Jews? Are not our ports open to them? May 
they not come and enjoy our rights and privileges, and amalgamate 
with our citizens, like people who come from other nations? To this 
we reply, that though they should be converted, it is the will of the 
Lord that the Jews should be a, distinct people till they are restored to 
the land frem which they are exiled. They cannot, therefore, be blend- 











ISRAEL'S ADVOCATE. 185 


ed in one population, like other people; and, in many instances, they 
are cast out from the society of their kindred, desolate, and friendless ; 
and have no means of pursuing any employment by which they can ob- 
tain support. 

We may suppose a case, of twenty or thirty Jewish youth arriving 
in this town, thus destitute and friendless; what would be done for 
them? Would you take them into your families? Would you provide 
for their support, their instruction, and employment? Rather would 
you not view them in a pitiable and forlorn state ? and if they could 
have avoided it, as presumptuous in coming, thus dependent, among 
strangers? From this it follows, that the general liberty and privileges 
of our country are not a sufficient provision for Jewish emigrants for 
the sake of religion, and that they ought to receive particular encour- 
agement. 

It is the object of the parent Society in New-York to purchase from 
four to six thousand acres of land, in an eligible situation, and to erect 
on it what buildings may be necessary for the accommodation of a 
Jewish settlement. In carrying this most useful and benevolent plan 
into effect, they need more money than they at present possess ; for 
though their auxiliaries amount to about two hundred, yet the terms of 
subscription are so low, and the donations, though in some instances 
liberal, are so few, that the amount received is inadequate to the work 
in prospect. It is, therefore, their desire that their auxiliaries should 
be increased, and that donations should be made: and it is the object 
of this meeting to make a representation of the subject, and to receive 
what there may be a disposition to give in aid of it. 

We flourish on the privileges of the Jews. “They were broken off 
from the olive-tree that we might be grafted in.” Their restoration 
will not diminish our privileges, but increase them ; for while we retain 
our standing, “ their restoration will be as life from the dead.” Long 
has been the night of their death. They are in circumstances of the 
greatest moral wretchedness ; deceived with a vain hope, and exposed 
to everlasting and aggravated destruction. 

Converts from them peculiarly need asssistance, and are very 
grateful for it: and the immediate benefits are great, and the prospects 
glorious, of providing an Asylum for them, and promoting their settle- 
ment as a distinct society. Attempts to meliorate their condition will 
be successful; for the Lord has visited his people with distinguished 
tokens of his regard. Numbers have been enlightened and converted, 
and there is an extensive excitement among others on the subject of re- 
ligion: and ere long the Redeemer, whom their prophets represent 
shall come, not, as they expect, in worldly pomp, but in spirit; and 
they shall “look on him whom they have pierced, and mourn.” “ The 
Lord will shine into their hearts, and give them the light of the know- 
ledge of his glory, in the face of Jesus Christ;” and they shall “ return 
to Zion with songs and everlasting joy ;” and “ sorrow and sighing shall 
fleeaway. Evenso: come, Lord Jesus.” 
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Extract from a Letter, dated South Carolina, Abbeville District, 
September 27, 1824. 


Rey. anp Dear Sir, 


Permit me to gladden your heart, and add a new note in your song 
of praise to the God of Jacob, by informing you that a society has this 
day struggled into existence in Hopewell Congregation, which wishes 
to be known by the name of the Hopewell Jewish Society, Auxiliary 
to the American Society for Meliorating the Condition of the Jews ; 
and it is our wish that the Mother Society would register our name 
among the names of her children, and that in all her petitions at a 
throne of grace, she would plead with the God of Israel that we faint 
not, for truly our strength is smail. But although our beginning and 
present strength are small, yet, believing that the Lord is on our side, 
we are determined not to fear, ‘though the hosts of hell encamp against 
us. We are not yet prepared to send you more than fifteen dollars. 
We are anxious to see Israel’s Advocate in more general circulation in 
this part of the world, hoping that a correct knowledge of the state of 
the Jews would tend much to awaken toward this people the tenderest 
sympathies of every Christian. We have adopted the constitution re- 
’ commended by the Parent Society. We wish you to send us on, as soon 
as possible, three copies of Israel’s Advocate. The officers of the Jew- 
ish Society of Hopewell are, Rev. Henry Reid, President ; Mr. Oswald 
Houston, Vice-President ; Mr. James Glasgow, Treasurer; and John 
Gray, Secretary. Any communications addressed to this society will 
be directed to the post-office at Calhoun’s Mills, in the state and dis- 
trict above mentioned. I conclude, praying that the redemption of 
Israel may soon come, the heavy curse that has so long lay on that 
people be removed, and they made to partake in the glad tidings com- 
municated to the shepherds by the angels, for Christ’s sake. Amen, 

Joun Gray, Secretary. 





PFovrecign Kutelligence. 


On the sudden Conversion of the Jews, and the alleged want of suc- 
cess of the London Society. 


To the Editors of the Jewish Expositor. 


GENTLEMEN,—Most of the friends of your Society who have advo- 
cated the cause of Israel in their respective circles, will have met with 
the objection,—and from persons not professedly opposed to the spirit- 
ual welfare of the Jews, but to the meags employed, under God, to pro- 
mote it—“ that their conversion to Christ is to be sudden and miracu- 
lous.” There is, however, another objection, more frequently advan- 
ced even than this; which yet is not another: for though it purports 
not to be the same, but on the contrary, proceeds from individuals, 
who have been led to acquiesce in the propriety of using means, and 
who, in words, disclaim the expectation of miracle, it may, neverthe- 











ISRAEL’S ADVOCATE. 18T 


less, be traced to this identical persuasion. I allude to the dissatisfac- 
tion commonly expressed at the very little which has hitherto been 
done among the Jews. Some make it a plea for withholding their con- 
tributions altogether ; and others, for discontinuing their subscriptions 
after they have commenced, “ There are scarcely any (they object) 
converted ; only here and there one or two: the agents of the Society, 
in many instances, go into holes and corners to search for Jews, and 
come away without doing more than making inquiry ; and (excepting 
a very few promising listeners) they meet with little but prejudice and 
opposition, for their pains.” 

I call this the same objection, though certainly presented in a more 
specious garb ; for what is it founded upon, when it comes to be duly 
weighed, but an expectation that the work ought to be more striking 
and marvellous, even at its commencement? It might easily be proved 
that the effects already witnessed are more (all circumstances consider- 
ed) than commensurate with the means employed—more than, in the or- 
dinary use of those means, is generally experienced: yet such persons 
are not satisfied; they are not content to wait like the husbandman for 
the precious fruit of the earth, “ who hath long patience for it, until he 
receive the early and the latter rain :” they have been unconsciously 
led to anticipate some miraculous, or at least, some extraordinary mani- 
festations of the power of God ; and because these have not yet taken 
place, they conclude that the time cannot have arrived forthem to act. 

In a recent perusal of the prophecies, I have been much struck with 
several passages which appear to me to have a connection with the 
question at issue; and in which I fancy I perceive a description of the 
very character of the proceedings of the Society’s missionaries and 
agents, and of their initial success ; and as I do not remember to have 
seen these passages brought to bear decidedly upon this point, I hope 
I may be permitted to occupy a small space in the Expositor, trust- 
ing that if what I bring forward be correct, it may, with the blessing of 
the Almighty, subserve the great cause you have at heart; or, if not 
correct, that some of your numerous correspondents, in their usual 
spirit of charity, will endeavour to set me right. 

The first passage which I shall bring forward is Isaiah, xxvii. 12 :— 
‘¢ And ye shall be gathered on By one, O ye children of Israel.” From 
the connection of this sentence with the remainder of the verse, and 
indeed with the whole chapter, it appears to be interwoven with the 
events which are immediately to precede or accompany the general 
conversion of the nation; and shows, that howsoever the work may 
be accelerated towards the last, its general character is to be pro 
ive—the children of Israel are not to be gathered all together, but one 
by one. Parallel with this is a passage in Jeremiah, iii. 14: “And I 
will take you one of a city, and Two of a family, and I will bring 
you to Zion.” Here the same gradual progress is again described ; 
and it will only require, I think, to read the four following verses, in 
order to perceive its intimate connection with their final restoration. 
And cannot the London Society attest that this is the precise character 
of their missions at the present moment? They have their “one of a 
city and two of a family” sprinkled about; and the circumstance that 
“there are only here and there one or two converted” ought to esta- 
blish, rather than shake, our belief that “the set time is come.” 
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I next turn to Isaiah, xxiv. 13, “ When thus it shall be in the midst 
of the land among the people, there shall be as the shaking of an olive- 
tree, and as the gleaning grapes when the vintage: is done: They shall 
lift up their voice, they shall sing for the majesty of the Lord, they shall 
cry aloud from the sea.” This passage, also, if regard be ‘had to the 
remainder of the chapter, will be found connected with the events of the 
latter days ; and is similar to another in Isaiah, xvii. 6, which, though 
it describes the character of Israel, as spiritually barren at that time, 
adds, “ Yet gleaning grapes shall be left, as the shaking of an olive- 
tree, ¢wo or three berries in the top of the uppermost bough, four or 
five in the outmost fruitful branches thereof.” Can we wonder, then, if 
the agents of the Society, upon their first visits to these neglected peo- 
ple, find only “a very few promising listeners?” Is it not all that the 
Scriptures encourage us to expect ? 

I would now beg attention to Jeremiah, xvi. 16: “ Behold, I will 
send for many fishers, saith the Lord, and they shall fish them ; and 
after will I send for many hunters, and they shall hunt them from every 
mountain, and from every hill, and out of the holes of the rocks.” I 
am aware that, because hunters in the Scriptures generally mean perse- 
cutors, and to chase, or ensnare with the net, are terms figurative of 
wrath or punishment, fishers in this text are understood to be adversa- 
ries likewise; but, with some mistrust and diffidence, I take the liberty 
of questioping such interpretation. In Ezckiel, xiii. 17—23, to hunt 
is applied to prophesying and divining ; though I must own ‘that the 
figure is used in reference to those false prophetesses who prophesied 
out of their own hearts, “and did not hunt the souls of the people who 
came unto them in order to save them alive.”—ver. 18. Yet the meta- 
phor may surely be applied without impropriety to those who spake as 
they were moved by the Holy Ghost, and who, “ being crafty,” -laid 
themselves out “to catch souls with guile” to their own good. Cer- 
tainly fishers, both in the Old and New Testaments, figuratively mean 
preachers of the Gospel,* «hilst the kingdom of heaven is itself com- 
pared to a net, whereby men are taken captive:* and I know not why, 
with regard to the passage in question, hunters should not be explained 
by fishers, rather than fishers by the term hunters; more especially if 
we may be allowed to connect the verse immediately with the two 
verses preceding, and on which I am led to believe it depends. I can 
only say, that happening to read the passage just when my mind was 
impressed with the accounts published in the Expositor concerning Mr. 
Wolf and Mr. Sargon, I had a lively picture before my imagination of 
the one fishing among his brethren from place to place, and of the other 
hunting and exploring the holes and mountains about Cochin ‘for Jews. 
At all events, if I may not be allowed such an application of this pas- 
sage, it ought to silence those who are impatient at your missionaries 
spending any time in search and inquiry after Jews, to read Ezekiel, 
xxxiv. 11, 12, “For thus saith the Lord God, Behold, I, even I, will 
both search my sheep, and seek them out. As a shepherd seeketh out 
his flock in the day that he is among his sheep that are scattered ; so will 
[ seek out my sheep, and will deliver them out of all places, where 
they have been scattered in the cloudy and dark day. r4 


. Ezekiel, xlvii. 10. Matthew, iv. 19. Luke, v. 10. # Matthew, xiii. 47. 
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The last item in the sweeping objection which I am endeavouring to 
refute, is, that your missionaries meet with little but prejudice and op- 
position for their pains. In reply to which I would ask, how scriptural 
and experienced Christians, who are sensible of the prejudices which 
opposed the entrance of the Gospel into their own hearts, and of the 
obstacles which it has invariably met with in the world, can expect that 
no difficulties or obstructions are to impede its progress among impeni- 
tent Jews? Is theirs the only nation in which there are no crooked 
paths to be made straight, and rough places plain? On the contrary, 
the Holy Spirit, when predicting the previous preparation for the return 
of Israel, cries, “Cast ye up, cast ye up, prepare the way, take up 
the stumbling-block out of the way of my people ;’* and again, “ Go 
through, go through the gates; prepare ye the way of the people; cast 
up, cast up the highway ; gather out the stones ; lift up the standard.”t 
And here again, I think I see the agents of the Society fulfilling the 
words of prophecy —marching like pioneers through the gates—gather- 
ing out those stony prejudices against Christianity, which the stony 
hearts of professing Christians have so greatly accumulated—attacking 
the Talmud, that great stumbling-block and hindrance, as being the 
strong hold of self-righteousness—and whilst they hunt and pursue them 
out of all the windings and holes of this “ refuge of lies,” exalting the. 
Saviour as the great ensign, round which they are to rally. 

I shall trespass only with one concluding observation, viz. that, as it 
is promised that Israel shall blossom, and bud, and fill the face of the 
earth with fruit,”{ and the blossoms of promise are now seen, it is unrea- 
sonable of Christians to be disappointed, because the fruit does not a 
pear before the blossoms have had time to put forth and bud—though 
truly the first-fruits have already been gathered in, and a Aarvest is at 
hand ; but we need labourers to go and put in the sickle. Let us, there- 
fore, lose no time in cavils and objections, but pray the Lord of the har- 
vest (and accompany our prayers with substantial tokens of sincerity} 
to send forth labourers into his harvest. 

I remain, Your’s, &c. 
AspIEL, 


* Tsaiah, lyii. 14. ¢ Isaiah, Ixui. 10. } Isaiah, xxvii. 6: 























